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Abstract Submission Requirements 
 

1. Declarations Required at Submission 
As part of your submission on Stova (the SpineWeek Montreal platform), you will need to 

complete the declarations below, which are included in the SOSORT section of the Stova 

submission form. The submission cannot be completed until all required declarations have been 

answered. 

 

Ethics Approval Declaration 

You must include a declaration that either (a) states that your study had ethics committee approval, 

specifying the approval code or reference number, or (b) explains why approval was not required 

for this specific study.  

 

AI Use Declaration 

You are asked to confirm that you have reviewed and validated any AI-assisted content, and that 

you remain fully responsible and accountable for every aspect of the submission. Fabricated data 

are never allowed and AI tools cannot be listed as an author. 

 

Prior Presentation and Database Reuse Declaration 

Declare whether the data presented in your abstract have been used, in whole or in part, in any 

previous SOSORT submission. If you answer Yes, reference the previous presentation or 

publication and explain, in 30 words or less, what is new in this analysis. 

 

Presenter Competency Declaration 

At submission, if oral presentation is selected as the preferred format, the presenting author must 

declare communicative competency: the ability to clearly present the scientific work and engage 

independently and appropriately in scientific discussion with the audience. This competency will 

be judged live at the congress by a panel; repeated or serious issues may lead to formal sanctions. 

If accepted for an oral presentation but you feel unable to present or take part in the discussion, 

you may request to switch to a poster instead. 
 

Co-Author Consent Statement 

All co-authors must have approved the submission and agree to the possible publication of the 

abstract. 
 

Copyright and Publication License 

By submitting, authors grant SOSORT a non-exclusive license to publish the abstract, while 

retaining ownership of their work, and warrant that the abstract does not use third-party material, 

such as figures or images, without permission. 
 

2. Structure of the Abstract 
Your abstract must be written entirely in English, with no untranslated portions. It must not be 

longer than 500 words (this does not include the title, authors, and affiliations). Use the four 

headings required by the official SpineWeek Abstract Template: Introduction, Materials and 

Methods, Results, and Conclusion.  



To guarantee blind review, we strongly recommend not including the names of the authors or of 

their institution(s), or any other information that could identify them (for example, self-citations), 

in the abstract text. 

For detailed writing guidance, examples, and reporting checklists by study design, see the extended 

guide, "How to Write a Strong SOSORT Abstract", on the SOSORT website (Link to the doc). 

SOSORT members can ask the Scientific Committee for help before submitting. 

 

3. Submission and Review 
Abstracts are submitted through the Stova platform, for SpineWeek 2027. The submission deadline 

is 15 November 2026. Authors will be notified by email of the acceptance of their abstract by 31 

January 2027. 

Formatting specifications (font, spacing, affiliations, citation format) are shown on the Stova 

submission page. 

SOSORT applies a limit of 3 abstracts per presenting author within the SOSORT program. Across 

all participating Societies, SpineWeek allows up to 5 abstracts in total per presenting author, and 

the same or an identical abstract may not be submitted to more than one Society. Presenting authors 

are expected to pay the congress registration fee.  

Single case reports are not accepted. 

Each abstract is reviewed by multiple reviewers. Decisions are: oral presentation, poster 

presentation, or rejection. If accepted, your abstract will be published in the congress program and 

on the SOSORT website.  

 

4. SOSORT Awards 
SOSORT recognizes outstanding abstracts through the SOSORT and Young Investigator Awards. 

Award winners are selected by the SOSORT Awards Committee in consultation with the Scientific 

Committee. 

 

SOSORT Awards 

Two awards are given each year to the papers with the most promise to have a positive impact on 

the science and care of patients with structural spinal conditions. Winners will receive funds to 

cover publication costs in an open-access journal. 

Among studies whose author flags interest in participating in the SOSORT Award at submission, 

10 nominees are selected based on the first round of abstract reviews. The nominated authors will 

be asked to submit a full-length, publication-ready manuscript conforming to the content and style 

guidelines of the European Spine Journal (ESJ), reviewed by the SOSORT Awards Committee 

using criteria including innovation, methodological rigor, and potential impact. 

All nominated authors are encouraged to submit their manuscripts to the ESJ to be showcased in 

the SOSORT Award Paper Collection. 

 

Young Investigator (YI) Award: Eligibility 

To be considered, check that you meet the following criteria: 

•  Flagged interest in the Young Investigator Award at submission. 

•  First author on the abstract. 

•  Presenting author at the meeting. 

•  10 years or fewer from terminal degree. 

 

The Scientific Committee and the SOSORT Awards Committee reserve the right to evaluate 

eligibility on a case-by-case basis and may request additional information from the author(s). 

https://sosort.org/sosort-2027-spine-week/
https://sosort.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/10/2How_to_Write_a_Strong_SOSORT_Abstract.pdf
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